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1:21: As to the prohibition of reading in the Torah during mourning: 
said R. Yohanan, “‘And they sat with him on the ground seven days 
and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that 
his suffering was very great’ (Job 2:13). And no one speaking a word 
to him means, even a word of Torah.” Said to him R. Simeon b. 
Laqish, “The very essence of the matter demands this conclusion: Had 
he repeated [Mishnah traditions] he would not have died!” 


1:22: On account of every relationship stated in the Torah for which a 
priest contracts uncleanness [in burying the corpse], an Israelite 
undertakes the rites of mourning. [For both priest and Israelite] they 
added: his brother and sister on his mother’s side, his sister who is 
married. [In these instances both] undertake the rites of mourning and 
enter the status of one who has suffered a bereavement but whose dead 
is not yet buried, but [a priest] does not contract uncleanness for them. 
As to a woman whom one has betrothed [but not yet married], one 
does not undertake rites of mourning, or enter the status of one who 
has suffered a bereavement but who has not yet buried his dead, nor 
does a priest contract corpse-uncleanness. 


1:23: At what time do they overturn the beds [as a sign of mourning]? 
“When the corpse is taken out the door of the courtyard,” the opinion 
of R. Eliezer. And R. Joshua says, “When the stone is rolled over onto 
the grave.” 


1:24: How do we know from Scripture that it is required to turn over 
the beds as a sign of mourning? R. Qerispai in the name of R. 
Yohanan: “‘And they sat with him at the ground [seven days and seven 
nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering 
was very great]’ (Job 2:13). “‘On the ground’ is not written here, but 
rather, ‘at the ground.’ That means something that is near the ground. 
On that basis we learn that they slept on beds that had been turned 
over.” 


1:25: Now has not the Mishnah made this point? [With reference to M. 
San. 2:2F-G:] And when they provide him with the funeral meal, [all 
the people sit on the ground, while he sits on a stool] — that refers to 
the high priest. Lo, with regard to an ordinary priest, that is not the 
case. And the Mishnah speaks of a public meal. Lo, when the high 
priest eats by himself, he does not [sit on a stool]. And in any event 
they do not do things this way. 


1:26: As to turning over the beds, there are occasions on which one 
does it six days, five, four, or three. [If the bereavement is] on Friday, 


